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REGIONAL WEED MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 

 
1.1 PLAN TITLE:  Privet Management for the New England Tablelands and North West Slopes and  
                                 Plains of NSW 

 

1.2 PLAN PROPONENTS 
 

Regional Weeds Advisory Committee: Northern Inland Weeds Advisory Committee (NIWAC) 
 

Address: PO Box 881, Armidale NSW 2350 

 

Contact person: Heather Apps           Telephone number: 02 6770 3905 

Facsimile number: 02 6771 1893       Email address: happs@newa.nsw.gov.au 

 
Technical Contact: James Browning  Telephone number: 02 6770 3602 

Email address: jbrowning@newa.nsw.gov.au 

 

Signature: Chairman: ............................................................................... Date:............................ 

 

1.3 NAME OF PLANT(S)  WONS N 

 
Botanical name(s): Ligustrum lucidum    Common name(s): Broadleaf Privet 
                               Ligustrum sinense                                    Narrow-leaf/Chinese Privet 
                              Ligustrum vulgare                                    European Privet 

 

1.4 PLAN PERIOD (not to exceed five years) 
 

Starting date: January 2008 Completion date:   January 2013 

 

1.5 AREA OF OPERATION: The Northern Inland Weeds Advisory Committee covers an area of 
approximately 100,000 km² , covering 10 Local Control Authorities (Councils and County Councils) 
and three Livestock Health & Pest Authorities  (LHPAs). Relevant state government agencies within 
the NIWAC region are also represented e.g. Department of Primary Industries, Department of 
Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources (DIPNR) and  Department of Conservation (formerly 
National Parks and Wildlife Service) 

 

1.6 AIM: To reduce the environmental and human health impacts of Privet across the Northern Inland 
                Region. 
 

1.7 OBJECTIVES:  
     1.  Reduce the number of Privet plants flowering in urban areas by 50% within the first 5 years of   

      the Management Plan i.e by 2013 (Management and control objective) 
     2.  Reduce the number of mature Privet plants in rural areas (private and public land) by 50%     
          within 5 years i.e by 2013 (Control Objective) 
     3. Greatly increase the community awareness of Privet and its environmental and health impacts.    

     (Awareness / extension objective) 
     4.  To continue to monitor nurseries and other avenues of distribution as part of inspectorial     
          programs. 
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2. STAKEHOLDERS 

 

2.1 Signatories 
 

This plan specifically relates to the following Local Control Authorities (LCAs): Gwydir Shire Council (GSC), 
Glen Innes Severn Council (GISC), Gunnedah Shire Council (GSC), Inverell Shire Council (ISC), Liverpool 
Plains Shire Council (LPSC), Moree Plains Shire Council (MPSC), Narrabri Shire Council (NSC), New 
England Weeds Authority (NEWA), Tamworth Regional Council (TRC), and Tenterfield Shire Council (TSC).  
 
All affected LCAs and relevant Livestock Health & Pest Authorities  (LHPAs) will use this plan to guide local 
management.  

 

2.2 Other Stakeholders 
 

The following LHPAs are involved in implementing this plan:  New England, North West and Central North. 
The type and level of implementation will vary throughout the region.   The plan also involves local Catchment 
Management Authorities - Namoi, Northern Rivers and Border-Rivers Gwydir.  Also Landcare groups SNELC 
and GLENRAC 
 

3. BACKGROUND and JUSTIFICATION 
 

3.1 Plan Justification and Description of the Problem  
 

Privet was initially introduced as a hedge plant for shade and windbreaks.   Mature plants soon produced large 
amounts of edible fruit that was attractive to birds.  Consequently, seed was scattered in bird droppings 
throughout the more densely populated urban areas.  
 
In the late 1990’s the Armidale City Council (Tree Committee) and New England Noxious Plants Advisory 
Committees were approached regarding numerous plants, including Privet, with the potential to seriously 
impact on the environment. This resulted in a Privet Management Plan being drawn up and the successful 
declaration of Privet as a noxious weed in several LCAs of the Northern Inland Region.  
 
Privet pollen and perfume impacts on human health, being highly allergenic and a major contributor to asthma, 
allergic rhinitis and hayfever. The NEWA receives at least 3 complaints a week from people whom experience 
allergic reactions when Privet is flowering. 
 
As an aggressive invader of disturbed/ sheltered land, Privet competes with and crowds out desirable species, 
particularly in riparian zones, and is a major problem on un-grazed areas such as watercourses and Crown 
Land.  Established Privet can almost totally replace a diverse mix of native tree and shrub species. 
 
Privet can also contribute to increasing the number of Currawongs. These large birds then predate on smaller 
ones and contribute to a decline in their numbers, thus affecting other native bird populations. 
 
If Privet is kept pruned as a hedge with all flowers removed before full development, and thus eliminating the 
seed source, it does not pose a great environmental or human health risk. However with unchecked growth it 
will flower and fruit prolifically and spread to other areas. 
 
 

3.2 The Do Nothing Scenario 
 
If not controlled, Privet will continue to threaten biodiversity and habitat, particularly for smaller birds. This 
will mean less desirable species in riparian zones and a greater risk of Privet being spread to other areas of the 
region. 
 
Unless we promote more desirable species we will perpetuate the belief that Privet is harmless.  
Broadleaf (Ligustrum lucidum) and Narrowleaf/Chinese (Ligustrum sinsense) Privet have been declared 
noxious Class 4 weeds in the Glen Innes Severn and Tenterfield Shires and the New England Weed Authority 
area. Glen Innes Severn Shire has also listed European Privet (Ligustrum vulgare)  as Class 4 in their Shire. 
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Without declaration Councils will be reluctant to spend money controlling Privet, however they will continue 
to receive increasing complaints from residents. Consequently, infestations will continue to expand, with 
mature plants producing large quantities of fruit.  
 
3.3 Distribution of Infestations 
 

Privet is usually found in urban areas, infesting backyards, easements, creeks and drainage lines, park fringes 
and cemeteries.  Privet is also found as ornamental plantings.  Infestations occur as scattered plants through to 
very dense populations in undisturbed sites.  

Within the plan area there are significant infestations in the areas of the Tamworth Regional Council and the 
New England Weeds Authority. Key sites in the respective LCAs are listed below; 
 

Tamworth Regional Council: ·  Nundle; 
·  Cockburn and Peel rivers, upstream of Tamworth; 
·  Weabonga 

Liverpool Plains Shire Council: ·  Quirindi, especially around Quirindi Creek 

Glen Innes Severn Council: ·  No major infestations, currently only scattered plants along roadsides. 
New England Weeds Authority: ·  Uralla Creeklands; and 

·  Dumaresq Creek Catchment. 
Tenterfield Shire Council: ·  Extensive infestations in all eastern fall creeks and rivers. Landcare spent $1.1 million 

in 2007/2008 
 

 

NOT TO SCALE 
This map provides a general overview of Privet distribution in the region and shows that infestations are generally confined to urban 
areas.  Most infestations are scattered plants along creeks and drainage lines with some ornamental planting.  
 

���  �

General location of Privet (Not to scale) 


